Island Child c:§€ Page 26

Crafting a Winter Wonderland:
Keri Zingle

Winter weather means more time spent indoors. If you
are looking for a way to fill long winter days, pull out
the craft supplies and use winter as your inspiration. From
snowmen to icicles, your house will be transformed into

a winter wonderland, even if there is not a trace of snow
outside!

Snowman Sock

Stuff a white sock with fiber fill or old shredded paper,
and turn it into three ‘snowballs’ by tying twist ties, string,
or elastic bands at even intervals. Secure the top of your
snowman with another elastic band or tie. Make a small
hat out of a piece of felt or fabric scrap, covering the top
opening. Add a fabric scrap scarf, button eyes, a yarn
mouth, and a pompom nose.

Winter Window Scene

If the kids are not seeing enough snow when they look
outside, help them paint it right onto the windows! Mix one
part white liquid tempura paint with two parts clear liquid
dish soap, and apply to windows like paint. Think snowy
ground, a snow fort, snowman, or even a snowstorm!

Icicle Window Fringe

All you need for this one is paper, scissors and masking
tape! Ask your child to cut white paper into strips or
‘icicles’; the imperfect cuts of young children make great
jagged icicles! Stick the icicles to a piece of masking tape
the same width as the window, with tops lined up side-by-
side on tape, and bottoms hanging down. Use more tape to
secure icicle fringe to top of window.

Getting crafty with the kids is a great way to pass a dreary
winter afternoon. Start with these crafts, and ask the kids for
their ideas on what to make next. By making crafting a part
of the winter routine, you will be fostering important skills
for your child (such as fine motor skills, self-confidence, and
creative exploration), while creating special bonding time
with caregiver or parent.

Keri Zingle is mother of two and owner of Craft Caravan,
an online website which sends craffts to kids in the mail.
Enroll in the Kids Craft Club for monthly projects at your door,
or subscribe to our newsletter for more free craft ideas!
www.craftcaravan.com



