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Crafting Spring Flowers: Keri Zingle

‘ N J arm winds of spring bring renewed energy and
excitement to the air. Take advantage of the weather

at craft time; do crafts outdoors, search for natural craft
materials, or get the kids involved with spring planting. These
spring project ideas will help get your craft sessions started:

Blossoming Cherry Tree

Find a dry twig or stick that has a couple of divisions to
resemble a small tree. Cut pink and white tissue paper into
rectangles that are Secm x 2.5cm. Add a dab of glue to tree
branch, and gently twist the tissue around glued area like a
twist tie, scrunching tissue as you go. Glue several ‘blossoms
on branches. Tip: for really young children, it will be easiest
to simply scrunch tissue and stick it to branch, omitting the
twist.
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Thumb Print Worm in the Grass

Make thumb print worms by dipping thumb in green paint
and then pressing prints in a row on thin cardboard (from
cereal or tissue box). Let dry, then add googly eyes and a
mouth, and tape a string to the front of your worm so you
can pull it out of the grass. To make a grass hiding spot, slit
a4 1/8” x 9%, envelope (such as the ones from your bills),
open at one end, securing top flap. Cover envelope with green
tissue or construction paper ‘grass blades’. Slip worm into
grass envelope, then pull your worm by string so that it peeks
out!

Rainy Days Splatter Art

Draw a cloud shape on the top % portion of a piece of

paper. Fill the cloud in with cotton balls. At the bottom

of your paper, make houses by adding construction paper
rectangles topped with construction paper triangles. Dip an
old toothbrush or paint brush into blue paint, and then splatter
onto page, creating a rainy city scene. Tip: take your paint
splattering outside, if weather permits!

Egg Shell Planting Cup

Carefully wash and dry a discarded egg shell (use the biggest
portion of the shell you have). Place shell in egg carton,
candle stick, or egg cup. Using a teaspoon, add potting soil to
shell. Sprinkle with seeds — nasturtium or grass seeds work
well. Sprinkle with water, using a spray bottle if you have it.
Place in a bright location and keep moist. Seeds should sprout
in 1 to 2 weeks.

A well-planned craft session can be a great starting point
for an afternoon of spring-time exploration. Ask your
child questions about spring and nature as they work,

and encourage them to ask their own questions. You’ll be
fostering new developmental skills, in addition to creating
some great parent-child bonding time!

Keri Zingle is mother of two and owner of Craft Caravan
which sends craffts to kids in the mail. Like our ideas but don’t
have the time to prepare? Enroll in the Kids Craft Club for
monthly projects at your door! www.craftcaravan.com



